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PREFACE 
 

Childhood is often described as a period of innocence, growth, and boundless 
potential. However, for many children across the world, including in India, this 
phase of life can be marred by numerous challenges and injustices. This book, 

अभय बचपन (Unflinched Childhood: Exploring Human Rights Issues of Children 

in India with Special Reference to Rajasthan), aims to shed light on these 
challenges while highlighting the remarkable strides being made to secure a better 
future for the youngest members of our society. 
 
Rajasthan, a state renowned for its rich cultural heritage and historical significance, 
has also faced its share of social challenges. The dark past of female foeticide and 
infanticide, child marriage and sex selection that once plagued the region has cast 
long shadows, raising serious concerns about the rights and protection of children, 
particularly girls. Despite this grim history, Rajasthan today stands at a promising 
crossroads. The state is witnessing a determined and concerted effort by the 
government, civil society, and local communities to turn the tide and ensure that 
every child enjoys the rights and opportunities they deserve. 
 
This book begins with a historical exploration in Chapter 1: Children in Ancient 
India , delving into the portrayal and treatment of children in ancient Indian 
societies. Understanding the cultural norms and practices of the past provides a 
crucial backdrop for comprehending the evolution of children's rights in India. 
 
In Chapter 2: UNICEF Data and Reports, we present the latest data and 
statistics from UNICEF, offering a comprehensive overview of the current status 
of children's rights in India. This chapter underscores critical issues such as 
education, health, and child labour, providing a factual basis for the discussions 
that follow. 
 
Chapter 3: Human Rights for Children and Conventions for the same 
introduce readers to the international human rights instruments and conventions 
that serve as the bedrock for child rights advocacy worldwide. The significance of 
these conventions in shaping national policies and legislation in India is examined 
in depth. 
 
Following this, Chapter 4: Indian Legislations as Ratifications scrutinizes the 
legislative framework in India. The chapter focuses on key laws and policies that 
have been enacted to protect and promote children's rights, reflecting the nation's 
commitment to upholding international standards. 
 
The heart of this book lies in Chapter 5: Status of Rajasthan in Providing 
Protection to Child Rights, where we critically evaluate the effectiveness of 
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various government initiatives and policies aimed at safeguarding children's rights 
in Rajasthan. This chapter not only highlights the challenges but also celebrates the 
progress and positive changes taking place in the region. 
 
To enrich our analysis, Chapter 6: Insights from Experts features detailed 
contributions from experts in the field of child rights. Their insights, supplemented 
by real-life case studies, illustrate both the hurdles and the triumphs in the ongoing 
struggle to protect children's rights. 
 
The Chapter 7: Voices of Tomorrow, we turn our attention to the grassroots 
level, showcasing the vital role played by civil society organizations, community 
groups, and other stakeholders in advocating for children's rights. Through 
poignant case studies, this chapter highlights the social evils and practices that still 
contribute to the infringement of child rights, while also shining a light on the 
relentless efforts to combat these issues and foster a more equitable society for 
children in Rajasthan and beyond. 
 
Finally, in Chapter 8: Childhood Protection in the Digital Era: Contributions 
of Data Protection Law in Latin America and India authored by Prof. (Dr.) 
Haide Maria Hupffer and Mr. Gabriel Cemin Petry from Feevale University, 
Brazil, delves into the critical issue of protecting children's rights in the digital age. 
As technology becomes an integral part of daily life, safeguarding children's 
personal information and privacy online has emerged as a pressing concern. This 
chapter explores the contributions of data protection laws in Latin America and 
India, offering a comparative analysis of the legislative frameworks in these 
regions. The authors highlight how robust data protection regulations can play a 
pivotal role in shielding children from online risks, such as cyber bullying, 
exploitation, and identity theft. It also addresses the challenges faced in 
implementing these laws and the need for continuous adaptation to keep pace with 
technological advancements. By drawing on the experiences of Latin America and 
India, Prof. Hupffer and Mr. Petry provide valuable insights into the effectiveness 
of current legal measures and offer recommendations for enhancing child 
protection in the digital era. 
 
In conclusion, while the journey towards fully realizing children's rights in 
Rajasthan and across India is ongoing, there is much to be hopeful about. This 
book is a testament to the resilience and dedication of countless individuals and 
organizations working tirelessly to create a future where every child can grow up 

free from fear and full of potential. It is our hope that अभय बचपन (Unflinched 

Childhood) will inspire further dialogue, action, and commitment to the cause of 
children's rights, fostering a brighter and more just world for the generations to 
come. 



Many children globally, particularly in India, experience injustices and 
hardships in childhood. Unflinched Childhood: Exploring Human Rights Issues 
of Children in India with Special Reference to Rajasthan is a book that 
highlights the efforts taken to pro
members of society while shedding light on these difficulties. The culturally 
rich state of Rajasthan has had serious societal problems, including a troubling 
history of infanticide and female foeticide. 
 
Despite this history, Rajasthan is now at a potential turning point in its 
development, as communities, the government, and civil society work together 
to guarantee that every kid has access to their rights. This book begins with a 
historical exploration of children
cultural norms. It then presents the latest UNICEF data, providing an overview 
of current children's rights issues. The book introduces International Human 
Rights Conventions and examines India's legislative f
It evaluates Rajasthan's progress in protecting child rights, enriched by expert 
insights and real-life case studies. The grassroots efforts of civil society 
organizations are highlighted, and the critical issue of digital protec
children is explored through a comparative analysis of data protection laws in 
Latin America and India. This comprehensive examination underscores the 
importance of creating a secure environment for children both offline and 
online. 
 
Dr. Ratna Sisodiya merits commendation for her authorship of this essential 
work, which delves into the multifaceted realm of children's rights in India, with 
a specific focus on Rajasthan. Her meticulous research and profound insights 
have contributed significantly to
subject. Additionally, the editorial team comprising Prof. (Dr.) Angelo 
Viglianisi Ferraro, Prof. (Dr.) Pablo Rafael Banchio, Dr. Rachana Choudhari, 
and Mr. Surendra Singh Bhati deserves acknowledgment for their di
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efforts in shaping the narrative and ensuring the coherence and academic rigor 
of the book. Their collective expertise has played a pivotal role in refining the 
manuscript and elevating its scholarly value. 
 
Moreover, the invaluable contributions of Prof. (Dr.) Haide Maria Hupffer, Dr. 
Mamta Rathore, Mr. Divyaraj Singh Jhala, and Mr. Gabriel Cemin Petry merit 
recognition for enriching the book's content with their wealth of knowledge and 
diverse perspectives. Their scholarly insights, supported by empirical evidence 
and real-world case studies, have enhanced the depth and breadth of the 
discourse, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of the complexities 
surrounding children's rights issues in India, particularly in the context of 
Rajasthan. 
 

In conclusion, अभय बचपन (Unflinched Childhood) stands as a testament to the 

dedication in advancing children's rights. It has the potential to stimulate 
dialogue, prompt action, and renew commitment to safeguarding children's 
well-being. We fervently hope it catalyzes positive change, fostering a brighter 
future for generations to come. 
 

 
Justice R.C.S Jhala 

Chairman, 
Rajasthan State Human Rights Commission (RSHRC) 

Rajasthan, India 
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